
The State of the States: FirstNet and 
Public Safety Broadband 

Richard Reed 
Director of State Plans 

March 18, 2015 

www.firstnet.gov 



2.22.12 
FirstNet becomes law 
PL 112-96 

GOVERNANCE 

THE LAW FUNDING 
$7B authorized to build the FirstNet 

network. Funded by spectrum 
auctions through 2022.  

The FirstNet Board has 15 members, including 
those with telecommunications and public safety 
backgrounds 
 
Each Governor appoints 1 Single Point of 
Contact (SPOC) and governing body to 
represent the state’s interests to FirstNet. 
 
40 member Public Safety Advisory Committee 
(PSAC) advises FirstNet on public safety 
intergovernmental matters. 
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BAND CLASS (BC) 14 
20MHz of bandwidth has been dedicated 

to public safety in the prime upper 
700MHz frequency range. 
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Implementing the Vision 



Current Roadmap Snapshot 
FirstNet created 

Network Buildout 

Released Strategic 
Roadmap 

Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) public scoping 

meetings 

Deliver state plan/ 
governor approval 

SPOC 
webinars 

Complete 
consultations 

Consultations 

Begin formal 
consultations 

Release 
comprehensive 

network RFI and SOO 

Release draft request 
for comprehensive 
network proposals 

2nd public notice 
and comment 

1st public notice and 
comment 

Release draft request for 
certain network 

equipment and services 
proposals 

Doing What We Said We Would Do 
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Support 

FirstNet's Focus 

Consultation Process Acquisition / RFP 
Process 
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Consultation Acquisition/Draft RFP 
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Pre-Consultation  
Conference  Call Closed 

Initial Consultation 
Checklist Returned To FirstNet 

Initial Consultation 
Meeting Held 

All Received Initial Consultation  
Package From FirstNet 

27 

 
 
 
Initial Consultation 
Meeting Scheduled 

VI 

PR 

Tracker – State Consultation Activities 
As of 12 March 2015 

State Meeting
NE 03/18-19/2015
DC 3/26/2015
SD 4/1/2015

MO 4/7/2015
NY 4/20/2015 State Meeting
NC 4/23/2015 VT 6/16/2015
SC 4/30/2015 KS 6/17/2015

WV 5/5/2015 WI 6/18/2015
RI 5/6/2015 CA 6/23-25/2015
AR 5/14/2015 IL 7/14/2015
VI 5/19/2015 AL 7/15/2015

ME 5/20/2015 GA 7/21/2015
ID 5/21/2015 PA 8/4/2015
NH 6/9/2015 HI 8/12/2015
NM 6/10/2015 IN 8/26/2015
OH 6/11/2015 NJ 9/3/2015

Meetings Pending

DC 
DE 
MD 
RI 
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State Plan Development Process 
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RFP Development 

Network 
Implementation 

Draft 
State Plan 

Review 

RFI 

Prep 
Workshops  

FirstNet Consultation 
Engagements 

State Plan 
to 

Governor 
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 Outreach and Education 

 Review and Inform 

 Collecting Data  
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RFP 
Results 

FirstNet Collection 



The State Plan 
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Network Components and 
Choices 
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CORE 

RAN 

DEVICES / 
SERVICE 

Service Plan 

Responsibility 

Agency Choice 

FirstNet 

FirstNet (Opt In) 
State (Opt Out) 



Stay in Touch with FirstNet 

SPOC List: 
www.firstnet.gov/consultation  
PSAC: 
www.firstnet.gov/about/public-
safety-advisory-committee 

www.firstnet.gov  
• Fact Sheets 
• Blogs 
• Presentations 
• Current Events 
• Board meetings and materials 

• State Consultation 
• State/Local Outreach Activities 
• Public Comment 
• Environmental & Historic/Cultural 

Topics (PEIScomments@firstnet.gov) 
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Twitter (@FirstNetGov) 
Google+ (+FirstNetGov) 
YouTube (FirstNetGov) 
Flickr (FirstNetGov) 
LinkedIn 

http://www.firstnet.gov/consultation
http://www.firstnet.gov/about/public-safety-advisory-committee
http://www.firstnet.gov/about/public-safety-advisory-committee
http://www.firstnet.gov/
http://www.iconarchive.com/show/social-bookmark-icons-by-yootheme/social-flickr-box-icon.html


Thank You 

@FirstNetGov 



Second Public Notice 

• FirstNet initiated its second public notice and comment process 
seeking comments on certain legislative interpretations under the 
Act relating to key topics including:  
 

– Technical Requirements for Equipment Use on the Network  
– Network Policies 
– State Plan Implementation and Decision Process  
– Customer, Operational, and Funding Considerations Regarding State 

Assumption of Responsibility to Build and Operate a RAN 
 

• Date of Release: March 13, 2015  
 

• Comment Deadline: April 13, 2015 
 

• The public, including any individual or organization, is invited to 
submit written comments to the notice either electronically through 
www.regulations.gov or by mail to the address listed in the notice 
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