


















































Proposed Definition of Rural Area 

 Section 601(b)(3) of the Rural Electrification Act provides that  
“[t]he term ‘rural area’ means any area other than— 
 

 (i) an area described in clause (i) or (ii) of Section 
1991(a)(13)(A) of this title [section 343(a)(13)(A) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act];  
– Section 343(a)(13)(A) explains that the “terms ‘rural’ and ‘rural area’ 

mean any area other than—(i) a city or town that has a population of 
greater than 50,000 inhabitants; and (ii) any urbanized area 
contiguous and adjacent to a city or town described in clause (i).”  

 
 (ii) a city, town, or incorporated area that has a population of 

greater than 20,000 inhabitants.”  
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