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 By Richard Reyes
Staff writer
rreyes@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   A woman 
was killed and a man seriously 
injured in 
a single 
vehicle roll-
over crash 
near the 
interchange 
of U.S. 
Highway 
491 and 
New Mexi-
co Highway 
264 in Ya-
tahey Tues-
day, according to court records. 
The suspected driver was also 
arrested for her alleged fourth 
drunken driving offense.

Rolena Wilson, 39, of 
Mentmore, was arrested on 
charges of homicide by vehicle 
(DWI related), great bodily 
harm by vehicle (DWI related), 
DWI (fourth offense), and open 

 1 killed, 
1 injured 
in DWI 
rollover 

Suspected 
driver: ‘We were 

just drinking 
and driving’

Wilson

See Drunken driver, Page 5

 By Rodd Cayton
Staff writer

rcayton@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   An expansive 
broadband network made 
for public safety is nearly 
complete, the CEO of First 
Responder Network Authority 
said Tuesday.

CEO Edwin Parkinson, 
whose company has a partner-
ship with AT&T to build out 
the network, was in New Mex-
ico Tuesday to meet with local 
agencies and discuss progress 
on building the system.

Parkinson said FirstNet 
has put in more than 3 million 

connections for more than 
20,000 agencies, including the 
FBI and local police depart-
ments. He said the service is of 
particular importance to rural 
and tribal agencies.

He also said the rollout has 
been a real success, especial-
ly with the authority’s use 
of compact rapid deployable 
units. The units are linked to 
FirstNet cellular and Wi-Fi 
coverage via satellite. Based 
on trailers, the units can be 
placed in remote areas or 
where internet may be tempo-
rarily unavailable. 

Parkinson described them 
as “movable communication 
towers.”

He said the next step is 
more personal technology that 
would be carried in a public 
safety vehicle and expand the 
network out beyond the vehi-
cle’s location. 

The latest burst of ex-
pansion, Parkinson said, has 
included two towers in Yah-ta-
hey, which have been opera-
tional since November. 

Parkinson has been trav-
eling the state to meet with 
public safety agencies and 
said that FirstNet Authority’s 
senior management and board 
of directors are keen to engage 
clients on an ongoing basis.

“We have spent years 
working with public safety 

agencies to understand their 
local needs and (gather) their 
input into the development and 
expansion of the network and 
will continue to do so,” he said 
in a telephone interview.

FirstNet is a broadband 
network designed exclusively 

ment, paramedics, and other 

FirstNet says it’s the 

responder broadband com-
munications platform offering 
secure, reliable communica-
tions to emergency personnel 
in New Mexico and that it pro-
vides more than 2.71 million 
square miles of coverage. 
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 In this recent courtesy photo, Edward Parkinson joins New 

stration of a compact rapid deployable – a small, trailered 

coverage via satellite. Since CRDs do not use commercial 
power, they can easily operate in rural or remote areas or 
where communications may be temporarily unavailable. 

 FirstNet expansion almost complete 

 By Marley Shebala
Diné Bureau
mshebala@gallupindependent.com 

    WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – The 
Navajo Nation is suing San Juan 
County for violating its federal 
voting rights by diluting Navajo and 
Indigenous votes in a redistricting 
plan adopted by San Juan County.

The Nation is asking the U.S. 
District Court of New Mexico to 

Redistricting Plan violates section 2 
of the Voting Rights Act and to stop 
the implementation of the 2021 Re-
districting Plan and to initiate a new 
districting plan that complies with 

section 2 of the Voting Rights Act 
by creating two districts in which 
Indigenous voters have an equal 
opportunity to elect representatives 
of their choice., according to the 

Thursday.
The Lawyers’ Committee for 

Civil Rights Under Law, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberities Union of New 
Mexico, the UCLA Voting Rights 
Project, the Navajo Nation Depart-
ment of Justice and DLA Piper are 
representing the Navajo Nation, 
the Navajo Nation Human Rights 

in the federal lawsuit.

Packing Indigenous vote
Tiffany Bah Charley, spokes-

woman for the Navajo Nation 
Human Rights Commission, stated 
in a Thursday news release that San 
Juan County 2021 Redistricting 
Plan severely packs Indigenous 

which effectively deprives Indige-
nous votes of an equal opportunity 
to elect candidates of their choice in 
the other four districts.

Indigenous people also represent 
about 40% of the county’s popu-
lation in the other four districts, 
Charley stated. But the San Juan 
County Commission adopted the 

2021 Redistricting Plan over the 
objections of the Navajo Nation, Na-
vajo residents of San Juan County, 
and the ACLU of New Mexico.

The Navajo Human Rights Com-
mission also submitted a proposed 
map that more evenly distributed 
the Indigenous population across 
two districts, she stated.

According to the lawsuit, about 
two-thirds of San Juan County is 
located on the Navajo Nation, and 
that American Indians, primarily 
Navajo people, are the largest single 
population in the county.

Like many regions with large 
populations of American Indian 
voters, New Mexico and San Juan 

County have a lengthy history of 
suppressing their participation in 
the political process, the attorneys 
stated in their lawsuit.

They noted, “Border commu-
nities such as Farmington have a 
well-documented history of racism 
and violence against Navajo and 
other American Indian residents.”

Attorneys for the Navajo Nation 
stated in the lawsuit that the push-
back from San Juan Country com-
missioners to comply with federal 
voting rights laws comes from San 
Juan County’s population decreas-
ing from a loss of non-Hispanic 

 Navajo suing San Juan County for violating federal voting rights 

 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer 
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

    WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. 
– The Navajo Nation Ethics 
and Rules Offices has filed a 
complaint against Everytt R. 
Begay, the former supervisor 
of Geographic Information 
System with the Navajo Land 
Department, and accused 
him of driving and crashing a 
tribal vehicle while under the 
influence of alcohol the night 
of Nov. 14, 2019.

Hearings and Appeals in 
Window Rock, Arizona, 
March 9, 2020. The Indepen-
dent learned about the case 
against Begay only recently 
and requested a copy of the 

of Hearings and Appeals 
released the complaint Feb. 9, 

told the Independent that the 
decision on this case was not 
immediately available for 
publication and that the media 
would have to request any 
further documents directly 
from the respondent.

The complaint alleges that 
Begay was driving a tribal 
vehicle westward in the east-
bound lane on Interstate 40 
and caused an accident near 
milepost 195.4, east of Flag-
staff, Arizona, Nov. 14, 2019.

“Respondent was not 
authorized to use the tribal 
vehicle on that date, time 
or location,” the complaint 
reads. “The vehicle Re-
spondent was driving was 

2016 Chevy Tahoe bearing 

(VIN) 1GNSFECOGR432593, 
Arizona Government License 
Plate G487HR and registered 
to the Navajo Nation.”

The vehicle had been 
assigned to the Navajo Nation 
Land Department.

BAC four times 
over the legal limit

The complaint further 

 Former Navajo 
Land Dept. 
supervisor 
accused of DWI 
in tribal car 

See DWI with tribal 
vehicle, Page 5

 By Will Jennings
Staff writer
wjennings@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   After a tu-
multuous, nearly four-year-
long production, a short film 
made by a man from the Na-
vajo Nation is making its San-
ta Fe Film Festival debut this 
month.

Stanley Bain’s “Together” 
tells the story of two ex-boy-
friends — and alcoholics — 
reunited four months after 
they break up when one reach-
es out for help with his sobri-
ety. Despite working on his 
own sobriety, the other man 
agrees to help, causing them 
both to deal with the fallout. 
But completing production on 

 Local 
filmmaker’s 
production 
debuts in 
Santa Fe   

See ‘Together’, Page 5

 Miyamura girls throw down for 3rd District 1 title 
 By Santiago Ramos Jr.

Staff sports writer

sramos@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   Fueled by two district champs, 
along with three district runner-ups, two-
time defending state champ and state girls’ 
wrestling power Miyamura made it a three-

peat during the District 1 Girls’ Wrestling Champion-
ships held Thursday at Miyamura High School.

Miyamura, which has transformed into a girls’ 

district leader-board with 107 points, just ahead of 
Farmington with 101 points for its third straight 
district title.

“The program is constantly building,” Miyamura 
 William C. Weaver IV/Independent 

 Jojera Dodge (purple) of Kirtland Central holds Samantha Gomez of Volcano Vista 

High School. 
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Thursday at Miyamura High School. 

‘THREE-PEAT’

See Wrestling Champions, Page 5
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